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Key: These results are based on the American Camp Association Youth Outcomes Battery surveys given  
 to campers at the end of their week at outdoor education.

they will improve their spiritual well-being, interact more positively with 
their peers and be better caretakers of the earth.

we provide children and youth with outdoor opportunities to learn and  
practice spiritual development, teamwork, and nature skills
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Learn how to volunteer, donate or get 
involved at CatholicCharitiesSF.org

of youth reported an increase 
in spiritual well-being

86%

of youth reported an increase 
in cooperating with others

96%

of youth reported an increase 
in affinity for nature

95%



CONTACT

CHANGE MODEL

IF

ABOUT SERVICES

2131 Bohemian Highway
Occidental, CA 95465
CatholicCharitiesSF.org

Rick Garcia, Director
707 874 0203
rgarcia@CatholicCharitiesSF.org

• Curriculum that complements in-school learning
• California Science Standards based curriculum
• Socialization activities for students and their peers and 

teachers 
• Outdoor activities and environmental experiences for all 

students

Catholic Charities CYO Outdoor Environmental Education presents 
a curriculum that is strongly integrated with schools’ science classes 
and is aligned with the California K-12 curriculum guidelines. The 
program provides an opportunity for students to observe, explore, 
and discover in our outdoor classroom, as our staff facilitate learning 
through ecological studies, games and activities. In connection with 
CYO Camp, teachers are supported by complementing classroom 
instruction and enabling students to develop positive self-concepts 
and peer relationships that transfer back to the classroom. 

CYO Camp also operates Caritas Creek at CYO Camp, a program 
that engages young people in a comprehensive, residential 
environmental education experience. The program offers a blend 
of age-appropriate science curriculum and retreat-style activities 
fostering social, spiritual, and academic development for youth from 
diverse backgrounds. Students return to their school and home 
communities appreciating their responsibilities as peace-makers 
and as ecological stewards.
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Community Impact
• Communities 

experience a healthier 
environment

• Stronger home, school 
and faith communities

Client Outcomes
• Increased affinity for 

nature and environmental 
stewardship

• Increased character 
development and 
interpersonal skills

• Deeper understanding 
of self, others, nature and 
God

Our Response
• Week-long sessions spent in 

216 acres of redwood forest 
and open meadows

• Variety of fun and 
recreational, community 
building focused activities

• Intra and interpersonal 
activities to facilitate positive 
social skills and spiritual 
development

The Need 
Bay Area children and youth are 
experiencing
• A lack of time spent outdoors 
• Poor interpersonal skills
• Insufficient summer learning 

experiences
• Lack of opportunity to 

deepen spiritual well-being

Services and financial data for July 2017 through June 2018


